A.B.A.T.E. of Louisiana, Inc.
Minutes of State Board Meeting 
January 9, 2016

I. Meeting Called To Order
A. At 11:10 a.m.
B. Prayer led by Charles Payne
C. Pledge of Allegiance led by Charles Payne
D. Recognize Sergeant At Arms, Steve Bouton
E. Chapters and their two voting delegates for this meeting:
1. Acadiana:  Robert Laneaux and Robert Grimes
2. Baton Rouge:  E.J. Young and Von Knippers
3. Bossier Parish:  Greg Solomon and Jack Klorik
4. Central Louisiana:  Lori Splawn and Lynn Stoneman
5. GNO:  Dennis Melancon and Harry Delaune
6. Morehouse Parish:  Lisa Barmore and Scott Barr
7. Natchitoches Parish:  Casey Jones and Gregory Shone
8. North Central:  Penny Houston and Roger Farrar
9. Northeast:  Marc Jolly
10. Northwest:  Clint Furgason and Cindy Lindsey
11. Sabine Parish:  Larry Alford and Willie Jean Cannon
12. St Tammany Parish:  Melvin Stolz and Stephen Howardell
13. Tangipahoa Parish:  Chris Bigner and Johnny Knight
14. Teche Area:  James Landry and Ed Oubre
15. Union Parish:  Donnie Brown and Charles Payne
16. Washington Parish:  Bruce Roberts and Bob Walton
17. Webster Parish:  Richard Whittington and Julie Copeland
F. Additions to the Agenda were:
1. Should A.B.A.T.E. patches be in uniform position on vests
2. Fallen Brothers Organization 
G. President’s Opening Statement – Randy Postlethwait welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked the AmVets for their hospitality in letting us use their facility as a meeting place.  Our organization has legislation goals for the upcoming year. The Capital Rally is coming up and everyone was encouraged to make plans to attend on March 14th.  The next State Board Meeting is only two days prior to the Rally.
H. Vice President’s Opening Statement – Rob Breedlove thanked those in attendance.  He informed the membership that there would be a state email address assigned to each Chapter President and asked that all of the 2016 Chapter Presidents sign his roster to help get this underway. 

II. Reports
A. Motion made by Harry Delaune to accept the minutes as presented. Seconded by Mel Stolz.  Motion carried. 
B. Jim Lindsey reported an ending balance of $28169.78 on December 31, 2015. Clint Furgason made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report as given. Seconded by Greg Solomon. Motion carried.
C. State Store Report – Stacy Conley reported a balance of $662.17 in the checking account. They have many items for sale and can special order items if needed.
D. Membership Report – Barbara Sikes reported a total membership of 1429 members
E. Bayou Bikin’ News – Harry Delaune reported a bank balance of $1510.22.  It was made known that a new computer/laptop and printer was needed for use in publication of the Bayou Bikin’ News.  Motion was made by Clint Furgason to allow Harry to purchase a new computer and printer and it would be reimbursed by the State Treasurer. Seconded by Marc Jolly. Motion carried. 
F. Webmaster Report – Chris Bigner reported that he had updated the events on the web page and to send him any corrections or additions.
G. Legislative Report – Donnie Brown reported that we have a full agenda this year. He reminded members to be respective and polite to legislative aids because they are the gate keepers to getting in the legislator’s domain.  He spoke about several issues that our group hopes to address this year:  Lane filtering bill, Right of Way Bill, Freedom of Choice on the helmet issue, and the Motorcycle Safety Class issue were on the top of the list. Each chapter should have a legislative representative who keeps the chapter informed about the issues. We hope to put together a lobby packet for each bill for which we get sponsors. 
H. Public Relations Report – Dennis Melancon had no report to give at this time.
I. Share The Road Program Report – Clint Furgason explained a little about what the Program is about for new members.  He told the membership that if anyone was interested in the Program to meet with him after the meeting. 
J. Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) Report – Donnie Brown who is our new MRF representative congratulated Cecil Crawford on a job well done.  He encouraged everyone to join the MRF and Randy Postlethwait gave the membership reasons why we should all be members of the MRF, our national freedom fighters.
K. NCOM Report – Ollie “Laddie” Elkins was not present. Barbara Sikes told the membership that the next NCOM meeting would be on Mother’s Day weekend in May in Atlantic City, NJ.
L. COC (US Defenders) Report – A moment of silence was taken for the Commander of the COC who recently passed away, John Franks.  John was an A.B.A.T.E. advocate and will be missed. The next COC meeting will be January 31, 2016 at the VFW Hall in Alexandria.  Cecil Crawford has resigned as our representative and Randy Postlethwait will be our new representative.
M. Advocacy Report – This position was currently vacant. Bruce Roberts volunteered to take the position. Our thanks to Bruce.
N. Growth Coordinator Report – This position was currently vacant.  Randy Postlethwait assigned this to a Chapter level position.
O. State Rally Report – Theresa Neff was not present.
P. Historian Report – Donnie Brown had nothing to report. Chris Bigner made it known that he had acquired some past issues of the BBN and after discussion it was decided that the issues would be reviewed and given to Donnie for his use in preserving A.B.A.T.E.’s history.

At this time a 20 minute break was taken. 

Q. Chapter Reports – (number of members and checking account balance)
1. Acadiana:  63 and $400
2. Baton Rouge:  30 and $0
3. Bossier Parish:  118 and $400
4. Central Louisiana:  188 and $400
5. GNO:  106 and $350
6. Morehouse Parish:  64 and $660
7. Natchitoches Parish:  29 and $275
8. North Central:  98 and $400
9. Northeast:   289 and $400
10. Northwest:  107 and $400
11. Sabine Parish:  30 and $400
12. St Tammany Parish:  91 and $400
13. Tangipahoa Parish:  27 and $0
14. Teche Area:  47 and $377.45
15. Union Parish:  42 and $400
16. Washington Parish:  32 and $391.58
17. Webster Parish:  15 and $0

III. Announcements
A. The next COC meeting will be January 31, 2016 at the VFW Alexandria at 2 p.m.
B. Bruce Roberts has an opportunity to be interviewed by a local radio station, KMBJ Radio to share with the public about what A.B.A.T.E. does and what we are about.  He challenged other Chapter presidents to seek out similar opportunities.  Motion was made by Harry Delaune that we allow Bruce to interview with the radio station and represent A.B.A.T.E. of LA., Inc. Seconded by Lynn Stoneman. Motion carried.
C. John Franks funeral will be January 16, 2016 in Many, LA at 1 p.m. There will be visitation both Friday evening and Saturday morning. 

IV. Old Business
A. All freedom fighter points were asked to be brought forward at this time.
B. All Chapter Charters for 2016, inventories, and 2016 Officers List for each Chapter was asked to be turned in at this time. 
C. Rob Breedlove informed the members that all yard signs had been distributed with the exception of the new Chapters.  He had with him 4x8 signs if anyone would like to purchase one for $45.
D. Jim Lindsey spoke about the Fallen Brothers Organization telling the membership that Chapter Presidents could sign up their Chapter for $100 per year.

V. New Business
A. There was a discussion about our A.B.A.T.E. trifolds and if we wanted to keep using them.  A few were brought to the meeting if anyone would like to get some. A motion was made by Clint Furgason to purchase 6000 more trifolds for use by the membership.  Mel Stolz seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Marc Jolly asked about putting the trifolds in rest stops. After discussion Marc will check to see if we can put the trifolds in LA rest stops. 
B. There was a discussion of whether everyone should wear their A.B.A.T.E. patches in the same position on their vests. It was decided that there is a recommended place to wear them but it is not mandatory. 
VI. Other Business
A. Our legislative goals for 2016 were discussed and who was working on them.
1. Right of Way (Infliction of Injury or Death to All Public Road Users) -  Glen McGovern
2. Proposed Lane-Splitting or Lane-Filtering Bill – Donnie Brown
3. Bill 496 – Plain Writing/ Language Act – Chris Bigner
4. Motorcycle endorsement on the driver’s license after completing the MSF riding course, as is done with the state-sponsored course – Theresa Neff
5. Bill to create an “autocycle” category in order to account for the new 3-wheel cars being sold. This would prevent autocycle statistics being lumped together with motorcycle statistics. 
6. Freedom of Choice – would allow a person to make a choice on whether to wear a helmet or not.

VII. Open Floor Discussion
A. The Northlake Chapter has voted to change their name to St. Tammany Parish Chapter. 
B. It was discussed that a new microphone system might be needed for the State Board Meetings.  
C. It was asked if the Chapter officer training held before today’s meeting was found to be helpful.  The membership responded that the training was helpful and so it will continue next year. 
D. The Mid-South Mile Committee Meeting will be held February 21 in Joplin, MO.  There are three more committee positions available if anyone is interested in joining the committee.

VIII. [bookmark: _GoBack]Motion to adjourn was made by Mel Stolz. Motion seconded by Lori Splawn.  Motion carried. 


