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Minutes of State Board Meeting
March 11, 2017

I. Meeting Called To Order
A. At 11:06 a.m.
B. Phones were silenced and a moment of silence was taken for fallen brothers and sisters
C. Prayer led by Clint Furgason
D. Pledge of Allegiance led by Randy Postlethwait
E. Recognized Sergeant at Arms, Tommy Breedlove
F. Chapters and their two voting delegates:
1. Acadiana: absent
2. Baton Rouge:  absent
3. Bossier Parish:  Tommy Breedlove and Greg Solomon
4. GNO:  Dennis Melancon 
5. Lake Bistineau:  Ron Hudson and David Albaline
6. Morehouse Parish:  Jennifer Jones and Curtis Outlaw
7. Natchitoches Parish:  Greg Shone and Mike Mineou
8. North Central:  Rob Breedlove and Brandie Breedlove
9. Northeast:  Marc Jolly
10. Northwest:  Clint Furgason and Laura Postlethwait
11. Rapides Parish:  Lori Splawn and Lynn Stoneman
12. Sabine Parish:  Larry Alford 
13. St. Landry Parish:  Jerome Tauzin and Georgia Tauzin
14. St. Mary Parish:  Donald Marin
15. St. Tammany Parish:  Mel Stoltz and Steve Howardell
16. Tangipahoa Parish:  absent
17. Teche Area:  Ed Oubre Jr. 
18. Union Parish:  Donnie Brown and Randy Almond
19. Washington Parish: absent
20. Webster Parish:  Terry Wilson and Nick Disen
G. Additions to the Agenda:  
1. Announcement by St. Tammany Parish chapter under announcements.
H. President’s Opening Statement – Randy Postlethwait began by reminding everyone that this was our last meeting before Legislative Day at the Capitol.  He encouraged everyone to participate so we would have a great turnout.  He continued by saying that the present national administration has given bikers notice. Louisiana politicians have taken notice of the biking community here also because of our being present at the capitol the last few years and being seen around the state.  He commended those that had made the effort to meet their area legislators. Randy thanked the AmVets for hosting our meeting today.  
I. Vice Presidents Opening Statement – Rick Lindsey welcomed everyone to the meeting today.  He encouraged the membership to get out and meet their legislators. He reminded everyone that we should be focused on membership retention in our prospective chapters.  Rick also encouraged everyone to attend Legislative Day on April 10.

II. Reports

A. Minutes of the last State Board Meeting were dispersed.  Clint Furgason made a motion that the minutes be accepted as presented. Steve Howardell seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
B. The Treasurer’s report was given by Jacque Lindsey.  We have an ending checkbook balance of $30492.34 as of 2-28-17.  Lynn Stoneman made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report as given.  Mel Stoltz seconded the motion. Motion carried.  Jacque told the membership that some chapters had under $400 in their chapter accounts for many months and these need to be brought back to $400 as soon as possible according to our bylaws.  She also reminded chapters to get their signature cards completed at the bank for their checking accounts.  
C. State Store Report – Stacey Conly reported a checkbook balance of $1011.36.  She said that she had “Vote like a Biker” shirts available today for those wanting to wear them on Legislative Day. They also have new hats and pink bandanas for sale.
D. Membership Report – Barb Sikes reported that we have 1600 members.
E. Webmaster Report – Decided to skip this report until later in the meeting.
F. Legislative Report – Donnie Brown spoke about the Rally at the Capitol event on our Facebook page and encourage everyone to share this on their Facebook page.  He informed everyone that the LA Legislators can sponsor five bills during this session.  There is a Representative from the Ruston area that will sponsor an amendment to the facemask law that excludes bikers.  He encouraged members to talk to their representatives about profiling and freedom of choice.  This Legislative Day is the time to start planting seeds for next year.  We also should support HB30 which provides for a prestige license plate for Patriot Guard Riders.  Donnie has requested that the Governor proclaim May as “Motorcycle Awareness Month”.  Lori Splawn encouraged everyone to attend April 10 so we could make our presence known.  She also encouraged people to follow through on the Call To Actions put out by the MRF.  
G. Public Relations Report – Dennis Melancon asked for videos of motorcycle crashes or people who have been hit sharing their story for greater impact.
H. Share the Road Program Report – Clint Furgason thanked Dennis Melancon for his continued work with the program.  
I. Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) – Donnie Brown talked about responding to the Call To Actions put forth by the MRF.  Out of 90 MRF members in LA only 70 responded to the CTA put out about the Motorcycle Advisory Council.  He encouraged all members to sign up for the MRF emails and do the CTAs.  He reminded everyone that the most effective way to influence your legislators is face to face.  The Bikers of the Beltway meeting will be in May.  
J. NCOM Report – Randy Postlethwait reported that the 32nd Annual NCOM convention at Silver Legacy Resort in Reno, NV May 11-14.
K. COC – Randy Postlethwait reported that the next COC meeting will be at the Family of Grace Church, Alexandria, LA.  The President’s meeting will start at 12 p.m. and the regular meeting at 1 p.m. on March 19th. 
L. Advocacy Report – Bruce Roberts was absent
M. Growth Coordinator Report – Chapter Presidents had no report
N. State Rally – Theresa Neff was absent.  Rally will be first weekend in May at Bonnie and Clyde Trade Days in Arcadia.  Rob Breedlove reported that there is good entertainment planned for the rally.
O. Historian Report – Donnie Brown reported that he had enjoyed putting together the early years of A.B.A.T.E. of LA., Inc.  He never had opportunity to meet Charlie Toth  or some of the other people that started A.B.A.T.E. here in our state.  In the last five years we have had quite a few accomplishments. Among them; our treasury has grown, we have gone from 6 to 19 chapters, and we have no more motorcycle only checkpoints that are federally funded.  Donnie thanked everyone for their hard work.
P. Mid South Mile Report – Donnie Brown reported that the meeting will be in October in Hot Springs, AR.  Louisiana will host the meeting in 2019. 
Q. Meeting of the Minds Report – Donnie Brown reported that the meeting will be in Virginia September 21-25.  Training will be more intense at this meeting.
R. Chapter Reports: (number of members and checking balance to date)
1. Acadiana: absent
2. Baton Rouge: absent
3. Bossier Parish:  131 and $400.50
4. GNO:  108 and $335
5. Lake Bistineau:  31 and $400
6. Morehouse Parish:  90 and $550
7. Natchitoches Parish:  23 and $361.97
8. North Central:  62 and $448.76
9. Northeast:  302 and $400
10. Northwest:  78 and $400
11. Rapides Parish:  229 and $400
12. Sabine Parish:  31 and $395
13. St. Landry Parish:  21 and $400
14. St. Mary Parish:  78 and $400
15. St. Tammany Parish:  97 and $399.90
16. Tangipahoa Parish:  absent
17. Teche Area:  54 and $378.64
18. Union Parish:  52 and $400.20
19. Washington Parish:  absent
20. Webster Parish:  57 and $355.36

III. Announcements
A. COC Meeting held at the Family of Grace Church, 4200 MacArthur Drive, Alexandria on March 19th
B. 32nd Annual NCOM Convention at Silver Legacy Resort, 407 N Virginia Street, Reno, NV May 11-14
C. St. Tammany Parish was able to have May designated as Motorcycle Awareness Month in that parish.
D. Natchitoches Parish Chapter will have a membership drive at the Wildlife Tavern in Winnfield from 2 pm to 6 pm March 18.  An Amsoil Representative will be there with products and information. There will also be a live band, DV8.
E. Jan Pitts with American Income Life will be at the May State Board Meeting
F. There will be a benefit for a gravesite fund and memorial ride for Squirrel on April 15.
G. 3rd Annual Freedom Rally in Union Parish will be July 14-16 at Darbonne Point Campground.

20 Minute break

IV. Old Business
A. Randy Postlethwait reviewed our 2017 Legislative agenda
B. There will be a pre-legislative day party at Gator’s Den in Manchac off I-55 starting at 3 p.m. on April 9
C. Room information for Legislative day was given out. We have a block of rooms at the Hampton Inn in Baton Rouge for $115 a night.
D. An organized ride to the Capitol has been planned by Rick Lindsey. Rick gave a description of the ride and information for all stops planned.
E. The By-Law Committee gave its recommendations to the membership of changes they made to the By-Laws.  Marc Jolly made a motion to accept the new By-Laws as presented by the committee.  Steve Howardell seconded the motion. Motion carried.  
F. Lori Splawn presented to the membership what will be included in the packets given out to legislators on April 10. She also presented packets given to Renegade Harley of Alexandria who will be giving them to new Harley buyers. Marc Jolly made a motion to give Lori $500 more to purchase items for packets.  Tommy Breedlove seconded the motion. Motion carried.  
G. Rick Lindsey presented the report of the webmaster committee. The committee recommends that we use Raynesmedia who will charge $2000 the first year and no monthly fee.  Questions were asked about email links included on the website.  Rick will ask about the email links. It was decided to table any decision until the next meeting.  

V. New Business

A. Bikers in the Beltway meeting is coming up. Randy Postlethwait recommended that we send Donnie Brown and Cecil Crawford to the meeting.  Clint Furgason made a motion to send Donnie and Cecil to the meeting at a cost of $1500.  Steve Howardell seconded the motion. Motion carried.  
B. Freedom Fighter Awards patches for 2016 were given out except to Washington Parish which was absent.  Bars will be given out at the next State Board meeting. 


VI. Other Business
A. Sign distribution and purchasing new signs were discussed.  Donnie Brown made a motion that we spend $6000 on signs at Rob Breedlove’s discretion.  Lynn Stoneman seconded the motion. Motion carried.  
B. Discussion of A.B.A.T.E. memberships being given out from motorcycle dealers was discussed.  
C. Membership had opportunity to turn in any paperwork still missing from 2016 and ask any questions about paperwork required.

VII. Open Floor Discussion

A. Discussion of purchasing a laptop and printer for the State Board Secretary.  Lori Splawn made a motion to purchase a laptop and printer for the State Board Secretary.  Lynn Stoneman seconded the motion. Motion carried.
B. Mel Stoltz made the membership aware on an incident that occurred during Mardi Gras where a group attacked patch holders on the interstate.  One man was severely injured.  Mel reminded everyone to be aware of their surroundings and know that there are groups out there that target motorcyclists.
C. Randy Postlethwait then addressed the membership.  After much thought and discussion he has decided to resign as Executive State Board President.  It was not an easy decision as he has formed many friendships throughout the state.  Randy encouraged the organization to move forward in its fight for motorcycle rights and promised to always continue his fight for motorcycle rights.  He expressed his appreciation for all the support that was given to him during his time as President. He then turned the gavel over to Rick Lindsey who will be our new Executive State Board President.  Copy of Randy’s resignation will be kept on file with the minutes. 

VIII. Motion to adjourn was made and seconded. Motion carried. 
 


 

